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GOA OPEN ARTS FESTIVAL 
13 - 16 February 2020 
Don Joao Lawns & Heritage House 
Calangute-Mapusa Rd, Dias Vaddo, Nagoa, Bardez, Goa, 403516 
 
12 February 2020: Press Preview and Opening Event 
13 - 16 February 2020: Open to Public 
 
GOA OPEN ARTS festival is a new artist-driven program to galvanise the creative 
community of Goa. The festival will be an addition to Goa’s cultural calendar and will 
contribute towards establishing it as an artistic hub of India.  
 
The festival idea grew out of the observation that Goa has attracted a 
disproportionately large number of creative people - artists, musicians, designers, 
writers and others – from all over the country to come here make it their home. 
Moreover Goa has traditionally had music talent and the art scene has been invigorated 
by other  large festivals and initiatives. The Goa Open Arts festival was conceptualized 
to bring together this resident creative community, both established as well as 
emerging artists, in a format that is unfettered by curatorial guidelines and open to all 
artists to apply with their proposed work. The intention has been to encourage and 
provide a platform for creating new work and for artists to retain control over what and 
how they show. This is a point of difference from many other festivals - that it is 
organized by artists and the content is driven by the selected artists and not by 
curators. 
 
A multi-disciplinary program 
Goa Open Arts will feature art, music, poetry, performance, dance, and immersive 
installations - all in one venue! Many of the artworks have been specially created by 
artists for the festival. Some highlights to look out for include a selection of work by 
Goan printmakers including Walter D’Souza, Leticia Alvares, Viraj Naik, Sripad 
Gurav amongst others; a photo-installation by up and coming artist Nishant 
Saldanha; sculptural installations by Rajendra Mardolkar of the Goa Artist Collective 
and ceramicist Thomas Louis; and art performances by Nikhil Chopra and Bhisaji 
Gadekar. On the music and poetry stage we have a wide variety of performers 
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including a sufi concert by Hawa, a jazz-rock performance by Goan favourite The 
Coffee Cats, and an electronic-music night by artists Okedo & King Prawns.  
 
A festival of learning and play 
We pride ourselves on being a family-friendly festival with many opportunities for 
interactivity for visitors of all ages. Have your photo taken at Bharat Sikka’s polaroid 
photobooth; learn about rice varieties from an immersive installation by Edible 
Archives; or engage in a stimulating video game on important mental health issues by 
Mann Mela (a collaboration by Quicksand x Sangath). We are also very excited to have 
the Travelling Library by Bookworm - a perfect place for children and parents to read 
and relax together. They will organise drawing and writing workshops with Liz Kemp 
and Venita Coelho on site. In addition to this, the festival will be organising clay making, 
theatre and printmaking workshops and are reaching out to local government 
supported schools including Govt. High School Alto Betim, Govt. High School Namoshi 
Guirim, GPMS Reis Magos, GPMS Socorro, and GPMS Mapusa.  
 
Sustainability & Accessibility Initiatives 
From our very first edition, we are committed to making Goa Open Arts a sustainable 
and eco-responsible event. Most of the material used for the exhibition spaces is from 
salvage, signage is made with recyclable eco-friendly material, we have a no-single use 
plastic policy for all food and beverage services and conscious waste management. In 
addition, we are going to have dedicated volunteers who will be guiding visitors on how 
to dispose their waste at the festival. The sustainability initiative is supported by 
Vianaar. 
Inclusivity for visitors of all levels of ability is very important for Goa Open Arts, and we 
have tied up with tAccess for ALL will be the accessibility outreach partner. They will be 
organising inclusive outreach workshops with special schools, and will focus their 
interactions around artist projects by Ayesha Seth Sen, Nimmy Joshi and the Shrine 
of Vagina’s installation by Cunteshwari Collective.  
 
Food & Drink 
The festival is a place to linger and delight all your senses - relax with a cold beer from 
Goa Brewing Company, indulge in a specially mixed Bombay Sapphire cocktail, or get 
a caffeine kick-start with a Blue Tokkai coffee. Enjoy a mix of edible treats from Big 
Barrel BBQ, Meiphung Thai & North Easten, Goan street snacks from Noronha’s food 
truck and delicious rolls from the newly opened Odd Bar Goa. More food partners to 
come! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Open Arts Initiative, 782/2 Sataporio, Moira, Bardez, Goa 403507 
www.goaopenarts.com | goaopenarts@gmail.com | +91-9811051887 



 

NOTES TO THE EDITORS 
The organising committee of the Goa Open Arts festival includes Prashant Panjiar (former 
curator of photography programs at Sunaparanta and Serendipity); Gurpreet Sidhu 
(Co-Founder of People Tree Collective); Gopika Chowfla (Graphic Designer and visual artist 
previously exhibited at Serendipity Art Festival); Diptej Vernekar (Artist and founding member 
of the Goa Artist Collective); and Sitara Chowfla (Curator and former programme manager at 
Khoj International Artists’ Association). 
 
The festival is planned to be an annually recurring event with an aim to increase its footprint 
and collaborations with art institutions across India with each edition. 
 
A list of participants can be provided to the media on request. 
 
MEDIA ENQUIRIES 
Sitara Chowfla, Goa Open Arts:  
+919650190017 / sitarachowfla@gmail.com 
 
Ethel D’Costs, Think Geek Media 
+91 98221 21012 
/etheldacosta@gmail.com / 
thinkgeekmedia@gmail.com 
 
SOCIAL MEDIA 
#goaopenarts 
Instagram: @goaopenarts 
Facebook: @goaopenarts 
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